
INDIAN SOCIETY OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 

Review of Activities for the Year 1997 

The Indian Society of Agricultural Statistics, a scientific body, was founded 
on 3 January, 1947 for promoting and undertaking research in Statistics and 
for its application to Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Fishery, Agricultural 
Economics and allied fields. The Society was fortunate to have 
Late Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the then Minister of Food and Agriculture, 
Government of India and later President of India as its Founder President. He 
continued to guide the Society for sixtccn years. The Society had also the 
privilege of having as its Presidents Shri S.K. Patil, Slui C. Subramaniyam, 
Shri Jagjivan Ram, Dr. M.S. Swaminalhan, Dr. O.P. Gautam, Shri BIlla Singh, 
Dr. N.S. Randhawa, Prof. P.V. Sukhatme and Prof. V.L. Chopra. They took 
keen interest in the activities of the Society and were a source of great 
inspiration. The Society has attained its present status due to the untiring efforts 
and guidance of its Presidents in the past and present and particularly of the 
eminent statisticians Late Prof. P.V. Sukhatme and Late Dr. V.G. Panse. 

The Society organises annually a conference in different parts of the 
country. The invitations for organising sucb conferences are received from State 
GovenUllents, universities and other research organisations. It provides a wider 
platfonn for exchange of ideas. During each annual conference, the Society 
organises one or two symposia keeping in view current national interest as 
well as problems of interest in the region where the conference is organised. 
The Society brings out a Joumal, one volume consisting of three issues (April, 
August, December) per year, which serves as a media for disseminating researcb 
findings on Agricultural Statistics and allied fields. Ad-hoc publications and 
Bulletins are also brought out to help the research workers and students in 
the field of Agricultural Statistics. It has set up a Research Unit to undertake 
research 011 specific problems of current interest in accordance with the guidance 
provided by a Research Direction Committcc. In order to perpetuate the memory 
of tbe Founder President Dr. Rajendra Prasad, a lecture is organised during 
the Conference. The Society has organised 33 lectures so far and the memorial 
lecture being organised during this Conference would be 34th in tile series. 
The Society had also been organising a lecture in memory of Dr. V.G. Panse, 
who was the guiding spirit behind the Society and its activities. The Society 
has so far organised 18 lectures in his honour. 
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The membership of the Society, which is drawn from all parts of India 
as well as from abroad, during the year was 

PemIanent Institutional Members 24 

Life Members 463 

Institutional Members 01 

Ordinary Members 10 

Student Members 05 

III addition to regular members, the Society has a number of institutional 
subscribers to its Journal in India and abroad. The number of subscribers during 
the year was 

Indian 198 

Foreign 15 

Thus, the total number of members and subscribers during the year was 
716. 

One of the important activities of the Society, as mentioned earlier, is 
tile publication of its Journal. It has brought out 49 volmnes till 1997 and has 
maintained its time schedule. The Hindi Supplement continucs to be a special 
feature of the Journal. The high standard of the Journal has becn maintained 
due to the sincere efforts of the Editorial Board and of the referees. The Society 
is thankful to them for their keen interest in the activities of the Society 
particularly in the publication of its Journal. With a view to promoting research 
in Statistics and thereby improving the standard of its Journal, the Society has 
introduced a scheme to award prizes for the best articles published in its Journal 
once in two years. 

The country is proud of eminent statisticians who contributed significantly 
to the cause of Agricultural Statistics in India and abroad. Due to their ulltiring 
efforts, Agricultural Statistics in the country stand on a fairly sound footing. 
The Society is honouring these eminent statisticians by conferring the 
SANKHYIKI BHUSHAN AWARD. For encouraging the young scientists 
towards significant research in Agricultural Statistics, the Society has instituted 
an award ISAS YOUNG SCIENTIST AWARD in the field of Agricultural 
Statistics which is given every year in the Annual Conference of the Society 
to the deserving candidate. 

The 3rd Revised Edition of the book, "Sampling Theory of Surveys with 
Applications" by P.V. Sukhatme, B.V. Sukhatme. Shashikala Sukhatme and 

-----~ ~~~~-~ ~-~~~-~~~~~--~~~----------------------
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C. Asok was brought out during 1984 and all the copies have been sold out. 
The book is reprinted and expected to be out shortly. The second edition of 
this book by P.V. Sukhatme and B.V. Sukhatme also continues to be in demand 
and for enhancing the circulation of the book, it has been reprinted by a private 
publisher. Another important publication, "Statistical Methods in Animal 
Sciences" by V.N. Amble brought out by the Society is extremely useful for 
research workers in Animal Sciences. Two ad-hoc publications namely, 
"Contributions in Statistics and Agricultural Sciences" and "Impact of P. V. 
Sukhatme on Agricultural Statistics and Nutrition" were brought out by the 
Society. These publications contain a number of invited articles from India and 
abroad. 

The Research Unit of the Society was engaged in carrying out research 
relating to evaluation of socio-economic development of different states of the 
COUlltry. Development is a process which improves the quality of life. Ecollomic 
planning is undertaken for bringing out uniform regional development because 
one of the main objectives of India"s development programmes has becn a 
progressive reduction in regional disparities in the I)ace of development. 
Although resource transfers are being executed to the backward regions through 
a munber of instrmnents like subsidies and central assistance, it has been 
observed that the regional disparities in the level of developmcnt is not declining 
over time. This year, a study was carried out to estimate the level of development 
at district level in the State of Karnataka. This is very much required since 
there has been a growing consensus about the need of district level planning 
in the country. The study utilises district level data for the year 1994-95 on 
thirty nine socio-economic indicators out of which twenty one indicators are 
directly concemed with agricultural development, four indicators depict the 
progress of industrial development and the rest fourteen indicators present the 
level of development for human resources and infrastmctural service sector. 
The statistical methodologies applied and the conclusions emerging from the 
study are being presented separately. TIle study revealed that with respeet to 
over all socio-economic development, the districts of Bangalore, Chitradurga, 
Kolar, Shillloga, Belgaun~ Hassan, Mandya and Mysorc were better developed 
as compared to the remaining districts of the State. TIle districts of Bangalore 
(Rural), Uttar Kannada, Bidar, Gulbarga and Kodagu were socio-economically 
less developed. Thc level of development in the rest of districts was of middle 
order but these districts were having the tendency to make improvement in 
the patteru of development. Wide disparities in the level of over all 
socio-economic development had been observed among different districts of 
the State. . 
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The better developed districts cover about 36 per cent area and about 47 
per cent population of the State. On the other hand, 22 per cent area and 16 
per cent population come from the districts which are less developed. The 
overall socio·econornic development in the State was positively associated with 
agriculturaJ development The growth and progress in the field of agriculture 
are influencing the overall socio-economic development in the positive direction. 
The infrastructural facilities have positive impact on socio-economic 
development. It was found that the less developed districts require improvement 
of various dimensions in different fields for enhancing the present level of 
development. 

The problem of finance for scientific activities, printing of the Joumal 
and other ad-hoc publications could be solved to a certain extent through 
grant·in-aid received from the Ministry of Agriculture, Govemment of India 
and Indian Council of Agricultural Research. The Society wishes to 
acknowledge gratefully the financial assistance received from them during the 
year under report. 

The Society continues to be a member of the Intemational Statistical 
Institute and also of the Indian Association of Social Science Institutions. 

The year began with a tragedy which came in the fonn of sudden demise 
of Prof. P.V. Sukhatme on January 28, 1997 at Pune. He was so active that 
nobody could imagine about his untinlely end. Everybody in the SOciety 
received this news WitJl a great shock. For perpetuating his memory, the Society 
has decided to bring out a volume containing invited articles from eminent 
statisticians, scientists and research workers all over the world. The Society 
has also instituted an award called DR. P.V. SUKHATME GOLD MEDAL 
AWARD which will be conferred 011 outstanding and renowned scientists from 
the field of Statistics, Nutrition, Poverty, Yoga etc. A vohone containing 
collection of work done by Prof. P.V. Sukhatme in the divergent areas of 
Statistics, Nutrition, Poverty, Yoga etc. will be brought out by the Society. 
Apart from this, the SOCiety has also requested the Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research to create a position in the name of Prof. P.V. Sukhatme called Dr. P.V. 
SUKHATME NATIONAL PROFESSOR OF AGRICULTURAL 
STATISTICS. A special vollone of the Society's JOllmal will be brought Ollt 
in the illCmory of Prof. Sukhatme. 

The 50th Annual Conference of the Society was beld at New Delhi from 
19 to 21 December, 1996 as per invitation received from the Indian Agricultural 
Statistics Research Institute. The Conference was inaugurated by the Hon'ble 
President of India, Dr. Shanker Dayal Sharma. The Society is extremely grateful 
to him for inalfgurating the Conference. Prof. Bal BPS Goel, Director, Indian 
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Agricultural Statistics Research Institute and Secretary, Indian Society of 
Agricultural Statistics welcomed the Chief Guest, other invitees and delegates. 
He also presented the report of the activities of the Society for the year 1996. 
Dr. R.S. Paroda, Director General, Indian Council of Agricultural Research, 
Secretary, Department of Agricultural Research and Education, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Government of India and President, Indian Society of Agricultural 
Statistics addressed the participants. Hon'ble Union Minister of Agriculture, 
Shri Chaturanan Mishra released special volume of the Journal and Souvenir 
brought out on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee and gave the Presidential 
Remarks. Prof. Bal BPS Goel, Secretary of the Society announced the name 
of eminent scientist Dr. G.R. Seth who was selected for Sallkhyiki Bhushan 
Award. Prof. J.N.K. Rao, Sessional President read out the Citation and Hon'ble 
President of India presented the award to Dr. Seth. Dr. R.K. Pandey, Head, 
Division of Statistical Economics, IASRI gave the Vote of Thanks. The 
Technical Address on SOME CURRENT TOPICS IN SAMPLE SURVEY 
THEORY was delivered by Prof. J.N.K. Rao. Dr. R.S. Paroda, President of 
the Society presided over the lecture. 

The DR. RAJENDRA PRASAD MEMORIAL LECTURE was delivered 
by Prof. Y.K. Alagh, Hon 'ble Minister of State for Planning & Programme 
Implementation and Science & Technology, Government of India. The topic 
of his lecture was AGRICULTURE IN THE NINTH PLAN. It was presided 
over by Prof. Tarlok Singh, Indian Association of Social Science Institutions, 
Institute of Manpower Research, Indraprastha Estate, New Delhi. The 
DR. V. G. PANSE MEMORIAL LECTURE was delivered by Dr. G.R. Seth, 
Former Director, IASRI, New Delhi. The topic of his lecture was VALIDITY 
AND RELIABILITY OF STATISTICAL PROCEDURES. Prof. S.R. Hashim, 
Member, Planning Commission, Government of India, New Delhi presided over 
the memorial lecture. Two symposia which were sponsored by the National 
Academy of Agricultural Sciences, New Delhi were organised on the occasion. 
The first symposium on ECONOMIC REFORMS IN AGRICULTURAL 
SECTOR-A STATISTICAL ASSESSMENT was presided over by Dr. G.S. 
Ram, Economic & Statistical Adviser, Directorate of Economics & Statistics, 
Ministry of AgriCUlture, Government of India, New Delhi. The convenors of 
the symposium were Dr. R.K. Pandey, Head, Division of Statistical Economics, 
IASRI, New Delhi and Dr. T. Haque, National Fellow, NCAP, New Delhi. 
The second symposium 011 COMPUTER INTENSIVE TECHNIQUES IN 
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH was presided over by Prof. J.N.K. Rao, 
Sessional President. Prof. Prem Narain, Emeritus Scientist, IARI and Shri M. 
Moni, Technical Director, National Infonnatics Centre, Planning Commission, 
Govermnent of India, New Delhi were the convenors of the symposium. The 

----_.._-- -" ...._----------­.-~-.. ­
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Society is thallkful to NAAS for sponsoring these symposia. The research work 
carried out by the Research Unit of Society during the year 1996 on 
DYNAMICS OF SOCIO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN 
MAHARASHTRA was presented by Shri S.c. Rai, Ex-Joint Secretary of the 
Society. It was presided over by Prof. J.N.K. Rao, Sessional President. The 
detailed sunnnaries and full papers presented at the symposia as well as 
recommendations made are being published in a separate volume. 

The con'current sessions were organised for presentation of contributed 
papers. These sessions were chaired by Prof. G.K. Shukla, lIT, Kanpur; 
Prof. Pranesh Kumar, University of Transkei, South Africa; Prof. K.C. George, 
Kerala Agricultural University, Thrissur; Dr. Padam Singh, Institute for 
Research in Medical Statistics (ICMR), New Delhi; Prof. Kuldeep Kumar, Bond 
University, Brisbane, Australia and Dr. S.K. Agarwal, Kuwait University, 
Kuwait As many as 77 technical papers were presented in these sessions. The 
abstracts of these papers have been published in the Society Journal, Volume 
48, No.3, December, 1996. Two special lectures were organised during the 
Conference. The first lecture 011 G1STNIC PUBLIC DATA BASE SERVICE 
OF NICNET was delivered by Dr. C.S.R. Prabhu, Technical Director, G1STNIC, 
National Informatics Centre, Hyderabad. The second lecture 011 EFFICIENT 
ALGORITHMS TO PROVIDE COMPUTER READY -MADES TO 
FACILITATE AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENTATION AND RESEARCH 
was delivered by Dr. M.N. Das, Former Director. IASRI, New Delhi. The 
SOCiety is thankful to them for delivering the lectures. 

The SOCiety has conveyed its grateful thanks to the Director, Indian 
Agricultural Statistics Research Institute, New Delhi for organising the last 
Conference and also to the chairpersons of various sessiolls as well as to those 
who spared their valuable time ill making the Conference a great success at 
New Delhi. 

A special session for presentation of papers considered for Young Scientist 
Award was organised at IASRI, New Delhi on July 1, 1997. Dr. K.C. Seal, 
Prof. Prem Narain, Dr. Padam Singh and Dr. A.K. Srivastava acted as judges 
to evaluate the quality of presentation of papers. The Society is thankful to 
the panel of judges for grading the papers and subsequently at the time of 
presentation. 

The SOCiety provided financial assistance to deserving research workers 
and students to enable them to attend the Society Conference at New Delhi 
for presentiug their papers. 
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The railway authorities as in the past, gave travel concessions to the 
members of the Society and delegates to the 50th Annual Conference to enable 
them to attend the Conference at New Delhi. The Society records its grateful 
thanks to the railway authorities. 

TIle accounts of the Society for the year ending 31 March, 1997 were 
audited by a professional auditor appointed by the Society and these are being 
presented at the General Body Meeting. 

The work of the Society during the year was made possible through the 
advice and help of the members of the Executive COllncil of the Society, the 
Editorial Board and the Research Direction Committee. The burden of the entire 
secretariat of the Society has been willingly borne by my colleagues Dr. P.R. 
Sreeenath, Dr. V.K. Bhatia, Dr. A.K. Srivastava, Dr. Shivtar Singh and Shri S.C. 
Rai. In the end I wish to thank the staff of the Society for their devoted work. 

BAL BPS GOEL 
Secretary. ISAS 
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